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not lcml itself to finished presentation, nnd mneli confusion and 
contradiction is still inherent to the subject. This complexity is 
made worse by the author's style, which is unpardonnkly verbose 
and discursive, and renders the reading of the book a very doubtful 
pleasure. Its value to the average reader is uncertain, for it does 
not pay to work an ore of less than a certain percentage of gold 
to the ton, and in the reviewer's opinion the gold in the ore in this 
instance runs perilously low. 

But whatever our estimate of the work in the original German, 
there can be no doubt of its greatly lessened value in the American 
edition, for in the translating and publishing many further diffi¬ 
culties for the reader have been introduced. 

To him, however, who decides to dig in this American edition can 
he promised some precious gems of careless proofreading. Every 
few pages the tedious text is enlivened by a sentence the meaning 
of which has been liccloudcd by the substitution for the original 
of n word similar in appearance if not in meaning; thus confer 
instead of coni|iarc (page SO), proves instead of jxives (]>age 51), 
and placed instead of played (page 3!i). Similarly can be explained 
such enlightening statements as: “On necount of the marked 
excretion of sweat, malaria sometimes occur” (page S2), anil 
“The diagnosis made was congenital nlisccss of the uterus . . .” 
(p. 43S), while the legend to an illustration on page 577 gives a 
unique translation for “Fcttgcwcbcs.” It reads, “Inflammatory 
alteration of the fcct-tissuc in a case of adipositas dolorosa." Gram¬ 
mar is often ignored and the verb is, as a rule, firmly entrenched at 
the end of each sentence. The spelling is good except in personal 
names thus: Ilaycm is met as Hajem, llorawitz as Morowitz, and 
C. v. Noordcn as C. V. Noorden. 

Naturally one’s sympathy is aroused for the author whose work 
has been published for American readers in such a slipshod manner, 
and one is also a little sorry for the readers, but they at least are 
free agents, and have the cure for such publications in their own 
hands. 0. II. I’. I’. 


Hysteria and Accident Compensation, Nature of Hysteria 
and the Lesion of the I’ost-utioation Results. By Fiuncis 
X. Ueiicum, M.D. Pp. 120. Philadelphia: The Geo. T. Bisel 
Company, 1910. 

This short essay on hysteria nnd accident compensation is 
apparently intended for the legal profession and as such it presents 
the subject very well. The author believes that in most instances 
in which nervous conditions follow accident that the symptoms 
are largely and in most eases altogether the result of the litigation 
and that as soon as the litigation is ended all symptoms disappear. 
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REVIEWS 


He quotes largely from the German and other literature and from 
His own very large experience. However, while most neurologists 
will not agree with this point of view, nevertheless, Dr. Dercum’s 
presentation from this standpoint is a verv good one. 

T. II. W. 


Legal Principles of Pddlic Health. By Henry Bixby 
IIemenwav, A.M., M.D. Pp. S59. Chicago: Flood. 

Tins publication is surely, as is stated in the introduction, a sign 
and product of the times. We are slowly coming to a realization of 
tile importance of public health work, as is evidenced by the fact 
that a large percentage of our communities are becoming interested 
in a manner demanding recognition. The sentiment of the populace, 
as their education in public health problems advances, is strongly 
in favor of employing men especially trained in this branch, or, 
perhaps better, specialty of Medical Science. 

The subject matter might be, in some respects, advcrsly criti¬ 
cized, but the whole work is so excellent that such criticism would 
seem unwarranted. 

The scientific basis of public health work is discussed briefly and 
clearly. There is one point in tills chapter which must be criti¬ 
cized, namely, the interpretation of Koch's postulates. These 
postulates, as originally formulated by Koch, have been variously 
modified by different authors, in some instances so greatly that 
their identity is practically lost. 

The different chapters deal with the various phases of the legal 
aspect of public health questions in as nearly as possible a systematic 
manner. 

The chapters on due process of law and nuisance arc followed by 
public health powers and limitations. After reading and mentally 
analyzing these three interesting chapters, one is forcibly impressed 
with the fact that “limitations” are a serious handicap to those 
who are endeavoring to protect tile health of our communities. 

The various phases of public health administration are very 
ably dealt with. Quarantine is considered in some detail. The 
prevention, legal and commercial aspects are clearly discussed. 

The reader is at first impressed with the brevity of the chapter 
on water supplies, drainage, pure food, and drug regulations; how¬ 
ever, on analyzing them carefully, it will be found that the first 
is excellent, but that the discussion of drug regulations is hardly 
adequate. It is to be regretted that the work was published before 
the passage of the Harrison Act 

The last three chapters deal with subjects which are attracting 
special attention at the present time, namely: industrial regula¬ 
tions, school inspection, and eugenics. Those who have become, as 
it were, hysterical over the eugenic propaganda, and have carried 



